Scotts Road Forestry & Log Transport

Summary of Feedback from 2008 harvest season

In June this year feedback was sought from Scotts Road residents on the transport operations over the previous summer period.  A feedback form was mailed out to residents on the road.  A total of 6 responses were received.  Four of these reported that there had been no problems with the transport operations and they were generally happy with the performance of drivers etc.

The following issues were raised:
· Concern from individual upper road residents over fence damage
Response:  work has now been undertaken in conjunction with landowners to repair and re-locate fences where necessary.

· Need to re-examine some corners on the upper road due to wheel tracks outside the corner:  
Response:  Some widening of particular corners has been undertaken and barriers to direct truck drivers erected.

· Interest in having a centre line painted on at least some parts of the sealed section of the road

Response: Marking of at least some parts of the sealed section of road is to occur shortly.  
· Concern over increased use of road in relation to greater recreational use in Woodpecker & Gordon Kear Forests:  
Response:  Work by PNCC in developing the Kahuterawa Outdoor Recreation Area is focused on recreational access being obtained from Kahuterawa Road.  Some use of this public road for recreational access is inevitable but is not promoted or encouraged by PNCC.  Limiting logging truck use of the road at weekends helps to minimise conflict.  

· Concern over risk of accidents on the upper road section due to single lane nature of this section.
Response: Two way radios are provided to upper road residents to allow communication with trucks.  The narrow and windy nature of this section means that vehicle speeds are kept low, reducing accident risk.

· Logging trucks have created soft spots in the flat final portion of the upper road

Response: Additional work has been undertaken on this section of road following last season to apply road metal and repair this problem.  

· Need to ensure that felled trees are kept away from streams due to risk of damage downstream in a flood.

Response:  Directional felling is undertaken to keep felled trees out of streams.  Problems have been caused over the past year through windthrown trees entering the stream after storm events.  Harvesting contractors will be made aware of this risk and the need to quickly remove any tree stems entering the stream.

If you would like further clarification on any of these points or wish to discuss how we could improve our communication around this project, please contact:

Peter Handford (contracted to Palmerston North City Council)
10 December 2008
PA Handford & Associates Ltd

PO Box 52, Paekakariki

Ph 04 904 0876

